
 

  

We need additional 

catechists for all levels:  

4+ morning elementary 

5+ afternoon elementary 

2+ evening middle school 

6+ evening high school  

Please thank all of this 
year’s dedicated 

catechists, especially our 
retiring “veterans,” 

Germaine Nagan, Rosann 
Romenesko, Pat Torres, 

Marion VanBerkel and Pat 
VanNuland. 

 

In order for the morning 

program to continue next 

year, new morning 

catechists must step 

forward by June 1. 

 

Each high school year will 
include a required retreat, 
rolled out gradually. Next 

year’s juniors: reserve 
January 21-22, 2017 now 

for the Confirmation 
Retreat.  

Families need to submit 

pre-registration online for 

next year by June 1: 

http://www.stpaulcl.com/Faith 

Families will “explore” and 

reflect together on any 

four parish events each 

year, and at the end of the 

year there will be an 

opportunity for prizes! 



Dear St. Paul Parish Families, 

Praise the Lord! As spring unfolds, we remember God’s promise to “make all things new.” Our 

Transform Faith Formation catechetical team would love to share with you some updates for 

next year. Whether or not you personally have children/teens in Transform Faith Formation, 

please read through these updates so everyone in our parish community is on the same page.  

1) Thank Our Retiring Catechists! 

2) Future Morning Elementary Option 

3) Additional Catechists for All Grades 

4) Online Pre-Registration: May 1 - June 1 

5) Family Explore Four  

6) High School Retreats 

7) Continued Support 

Thank Our Retiring Catechists! 

 After many dedicated years of service, veteran catechists Germaine Nagan, Rosann 

Romenesko, Pat Torres, and Pat VanNuland will be retiring at the end of this year.  

 Please thank these ladies, and Marion VanBerkel, who retired last year, for all their 

wonderful work with hundreds and hundreds of children throughout their years serving 

here! Our parish would not be the same without them! 

Future Morning Elementary Option  

 Building on feedback from parent focus groups held in March, we hope to continue 

offering elementary faith formation (grades 1-4) at two different times: Tuesday/Thursday 

mornings AND Wednesday afternoons, to best accommodate our parish families. However, 

the impending retirement of our veteran catechists means that in order for the morning 

faith formation program to continue, several new catechists [teachers] must step forward.  

 At minimum, four new catechists are needed to commit to the morning for the 2016-2017 

school year. Preferably, more than four individuals would come forward, allowing for 

team-teaching and substitutes. New catechists will receive training throughout the 

summer months in the areas of a) the mission of evangelical Catholic faith formation, b) 

classroom management techniques, c) how to design lessons and activities, and d) other 

essential skills for catechists.  

 In order to do our summer training thoroughly, effectively, systematically, and in a non-

rushed manner, we need to have our 2016-2017 catechists committed by June 1, 2016. If 

June 1, 2016 arrives and there are not enough catechists committed to the morning 

elementary program for the upcoming school year, the morning elementary program will 

not continue.  



 Grandparents, retired parishioners, stay-at-

home parents, and those who work part-

time might make wonderful catechists. 

Because all our catechists will receive 

extensive training this summer, previous 

experience in education is not required; 

simply an open heart that loves Jesus Christ 

and a kind heart that loves children. If you 

or someone you know would make a great 

catechist, please pass their name along to 

our team and we will follow up with them. 

 

Additional Catechists for All Grades 

 We also need to continue adding catechists 

to our afternoon elementary and evening 

middle/high school teams. All catechists 

will receive training throughout the summer so that everyone feels confident, excited, and 

empowered to begin a new year of faith formation next fall.   

 To keep class sizes small and enable catechists to really pour into the children/teens they 

serve, we need five new catechists for the afternoon elementary grades and at least two 

new catechists for the evening middle school grades. High school is looking for three to six 

couples/teams of two as co-teachers for 9th, 10th, and 11th grade to lead discussion/activity 

based sessions. Like the elementary and middle school grades, high school team members 

will come together over the summer to prepare and get ready for the year ahead.  

 

Online Pre-Registration: May 1 – June 1  

 In order to be able to plan throughout the summer for the number of children/teens we 

will serve in the 2016-17 school year, all families must submit online pre-registration.  

 Pre-registration will enable families to choose their preferences for class sessions, allow us 

to determine the number of catechists needed per grade to keep class sizes manageable, 

and order materials much farther in advance so that all catechists, especially new 

catechists, can spend the summer becoming familiar with the curricula.  

 This online registration is already available on the parish website, at 

http://www.stpaulcl.com/Faith . Families may begin pre-registration now, but it must be 

completed by June 1.  

 Once class sessions are determined, formal registration [including tuition/fee payments] 

will take place in August as in years past.    

http://www.stpaulcl.com/Faith


Family Explore Four 

 Another exciting new focus for the future of Transform Faith Formation is Family Explore 

Four. All families in our parish are essential to the joy, zest, and enthusiasm of our 

community and its many events.  

 Family Explore Four works like this: every year, there are many, many wonderful events 

that take place our parish: from Fish Fries to Reconciliation Services to the Fall Festival to 

Pancake Breakfasts to Disciples on the Way Holy Hours to many others!  

 Families in Transform Faith Formation need to pick four events (outside of Mass, naturally, 

which is already the essential lifeblood of a lived-out Catholic faith) throughout the year to 

“explore” as a family. An exhaustive list will be provided, but any parish event is fair 

game!  

 After attending and experiencing each event as a family, families will submit a simple 

reflection card talking about their experience together and turn the cards in.  

 Families who submit all four of the their Explore Four Cards will be entered into a drawing 

for a fun family prize! 

 

High School Retreats 

 Part of “going deeper” in a journey of discipleship [following Jesus] means that sometimes 

we need a chance to get away from our normal lives and discover a new perspective of our 

faith we might not otherwise see. By 2017-18, all high school teens will have a retreat each 

year, included as part of their “normal” faith formation experience. We will roll this out 

gradually, but by 2017-2018, each high school year will look like this: 

o Upcoming freshman (just after finishing 8th grade):                   1-

day off-site Freshman Retreat to prep for high school 

o Upcoming sophomores (during the summer after 9th grade):           

2-day (not overnight) Theology of the Body Retreat 

o Juniors (in the midst of junior year Confirmation prep):           2-

day overnight off-site Confirmation Retreat  

 For the immediate future, the 2016-2017 year, the high school retreat expectations are as 

follows: 

o Those just finishing 7th grade (Freshman in Fall 2017): Plan for a 

1-day Freshman Retreat in May of 2017 – dates and specifics to 

be announced by the end of May of 2016, or one year in advance) 

o Those just finishing 8th grade (Freshman in Fall 2016): Plan ahead 

for the 2-day Theology of the Body Retreat in Summer of 2017 – 

dates and specifics to be announced by August of 2016, or one 

year in advance. 



o Those just finishing 9th grade (Sophomores in Fall 2016): Plan to 

attend this summer’s Theology of the Body Retreat August 9 & 

10. Plan to attend the Confirmation Retreat in January of 2018 – 

dates to be announced.  

o Those just finishing 10th grade (Juniors in Fall 2016): Plan to 

attend the Theology of the Body Retreat, August 9 &10 if you 

haven’t already (many current sophomores already did the 

Theology of the Body requirement in a prior year). Also plan to 

attend the 2-day overnight Confirmation retreat Saturday 

January 21 thru Sunday January 22, 2017. 

o Note for the Theology of the Body Retreat: a parent information 

session, led by Sr. Jacqueline Spaniola, will be held before the 

retreat: Monday August 8 at6:00 pm. The parent session ensures 

that all parents are totally “in the loop” about what will be 

taught/presented at the ToB Retreat.  

Continued Support 

 To the members of our parish: please 

continue to support and encourage all the Faith 

Formation volunteers, leaders, and especially the 

families!  

 Please keep a prayerful eye out for those 

you know who might make great catechists and don’t be 

shy about recommending them.   

 Finally, and most importantly, please 

continue to pray for our St. Paul Parish community in 

Transform’s mission to “Raise up a generation of well-

formed disciples who know, love, and serve Jesus Christ 

and his holy Church.” 

In the love of Jesus, 

<signatures> 

 

Questions? Ideas? Feedback? We’d love to hear from you! Please contact Maggie at maggie@newbc.rr.com,                                                 
Erin at eschuessler@newbc.rr.com, or Debbie at dspielbauer@newbc.rr.com 

mailto:maggie@newbc.rr.com
mailto:eschuessler@newbc.rr.com
mailto:dspielbauer@newbc.rr.com

